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The Excellence of Offering Prayers in Congregation 

in answer to the question mentioned in the preface, if there is an individual who is 
worthy of leadership, we should follow his lead in performing obligatory prayers. It 
is preferable because of the fact that by doing so, however, we cannot attain the 
excellence of praying in the mosque, we can achieve the excellence of prostrating 
ourselves before the most merciful lord in the congregation. The greatest Prophet 
(Allah’s peace and mercy be upon him) says: 


"A prayer offered congregationally, is twenty-seven times more meritorious than a 
prayer performed individually." (SahTh al-Muslim, 122/3) 


Qubath bin Ashyam {may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet of Allah 
H said: 


(oSjLs-i 4juj1 4jU)l 5^1*0 sUjI XLc 4^b= UljS-Jo 1 jaJj oM-*®" 

4jLo O^ba q/j tUll joJSJL>-i 4jjLai O^baj) 4jjbj o^b» jjjo 4i)l JOi 


The prayer of two men, one of whom leads the other is considered better in the 
court of Allah as compared to the prayers of eight praying individually, and the 
prayer of four men, one of whom leads the others, is better in the court of the 
Almighty than the prayers of the one hundred praying separately. (Muajjam al- 
KabTr, 36/19; Sunan al-Kubra al-Bayhaql, 86/3, h: 4965) 

UbayT bin Kab (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet of Allah H 
said: 

bj £4j^b» Jjl Jj-jJI 0^b» j)" 

".JUj 4i)l ^1 3^5 

The prayer of a man accompanied by one other man is better than his single 
performance, and the prayer of a man in the company of two other men is better 
than the prayer performed with only one companion. The bigger the congregation 
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is, the more beloved the prayer is to Allah. (Sunan Abu Dawud, h: 554; Sunan al- 
NasayT, h: 843) 

Allamah Muhammad bin Ahmed al-Jahtawi al-HanafF (may Allah be pleased with 
him) wrote: 

■ 4.^ all OojIaj Oij ^ OjuJI ijl 

The establishment of prayers in the house is the same as the establishment of it in 
the mosque, both the performances only differ in their excellence. (AI-HashTyah, p: 
286) 

In addition to the comparatively high reward we get by performing the prayer 
congregationally at the home, we have several other benefits (that we don't have 
in praying individually), 

• We will get the opportunity to follow the sayings of our greatest Prophet ^ 
in which we have been enjoined to perform the prayers in congregation. 

• The importance and the significance of the prayer will be amplified in the 
heart of every family member. 

• The members who have been circumventing and evading the obligatory 
prayers due to their indolence and slothfulness, will get convinced to join the 
prayer. 

• The respected women who wish for offering prayers congregationally, will 
be able to slake their desire. 

• We will acquire the knowledge of the basic Islamic principles and the 
precepts of offering prayers in a congregation which most of us are 
unfamiliar with. 

• The environment of the congregational prayers will bring auspiciousness and 
propitiousness into our houses. 

• It will be a positive influence on the following and the next generations. 

• The specific schedule of the prayers and the required punctuality will infuse 
the values of time and the sense of time management into the family 
members. 
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• The house will be neater and tidier as compare to before. 

• It fosters the climate of concord and togetherness in the family, which will 
help us get rid of domestic strife and bickering. 

What the Establishment of a Congregational Prayer Needs? 

It needs three things, a leader, followers, and an area to establish it. 

1. A Leader 

The conditions that must be considered while appointing an imam among the 
people of the home include, 

A) Male 

A woman cannot lead the congregation in which there is a man. However, she can 
lead the congregation of women, but it is makruh. 

B) Maturity 

Being mature as per the Islamic law is required as an immature cannot lead the 
congregation in which there is a mature man. However, he can be the leader of 
immature boys, if he has sanity. 

C) Sanity 

The prayer behind an insane leader is not valid and it is like praying behind a drunk 
man. 

D) Islam 

The leader must be the one who follows the path of Ahl us-Sunnah, i.e., the path 
guided by our noblest Prophet H, followed by his companions and protected by 
the succession of the revivers of Islam. In brief, the path described by the great 
Islamic reviver, Imam Ahmed Rada Khan (may Allah shower mercies on his grave), 
not the path of those who have earned Allah's wrath and nor of those who have 
gone astray (e.g., The Shiites, the Wahabis, the DevbandTs, the Qadyanls). If the 
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leader has crossed his limits to an extent that he has become an infidel (i.e, by 
denying the essentials of Islam or by writing or speaking blasphemies about the 
Prophet H, as it is the common practice of many treacherous Indian sectors who 
claim to be believers, or by believing that such blasphemous infidels or so-called 
scholars are Muslim), the prayer behind him will not be valid, and all the prayers 
that have been performed behind such corrupt leaders, are still obligatory to 
perform for the people prayed behind him. And if the man who is not a kafir but 
has corrupt beliefs (e.g. a tafdTlT), leads a prayer, then the prayer in his lead will be 
makruh e tahrimT (prohibitively disliked) and the revision of the same §alat will be 
wajib. 

Imam Ibn Hammam wrote: 

, ^ (Jjbl 6^va)l ^)l; (jlj (jl JLaJtj iSSJ 

Imam Muhammad narrated from Imam Abu HanTfah and Imam Abu Yusuf: Praying 
the §alat behind a heretic or a person having corrupt beliefs, is not permissible. 
(Fatah al-QadTr, 304/1) 

E) Pious 

The leader must not be fasiq-e-mulin (one who commits sins manifestly) because 
the prayer in the leadership of a fasiq (a corrupt man) is makruh e tahrimT 
(prohibitively disliked). And if one prays behind him, the reiteration of it will be 
obligatory (wajib). Hence he must repent and beg Allah for forgiveness before he 
leads the §a!at. And before initiating the prayer, he must get rid of/reform/change 
the things which are not permissible according to the law and make him look 
impious. For example: A golden ring, more than one silver ring, folding the bottoms 
of a pant or sleeves, etc. 

F) Qirat 

He must have memorized the part of the Quran and all the necessary pieces of the 
qirat. In addition to this, he must be able to pronounce the Arabic words correctly. 
For example, he must not recite as jus^JI for it brings distortion in the meaning. 
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Thus, he must recite only those suwar and verses which are easy for him to 
pronounce well and without any distortion in its meaning. 

G) Jaharat 

The leader's body and his clothes must be free from all sorts of uncleanliness or 
impurities. The exemption is the impurity of the size of one dirham or less and he 
must be free from every decease which makes him unable to attain purity (due to 
continuous discharge of blood, urine, etc) for the time required to complete a 
prayer during the valid time span of that prayer as such a person cannot lead the 
congregation of the healthy people. 

If no one is present at the home who satisfies all the above conditions, the prayer 
must be performed individually. 

2. Followers 

For the five obligatory prayers and the tarawlh, at least one follower and for the 
Jumaah prayer at least three followers are mandatory for the valid establishment. 

Imam Abul-ikhla§ Hasan al-ShurunbulaliT (may Allah be pleased with him) wrote: 

jjJj LaJ> <UU (J 

jJLS (0Jjj9 Jji ^1 4 jJJ |OjuJI <^3 tOJUi- SIjjoI 

. <cUjsJI Jji 

A congregational prayer gets established successfully with an individual (at least 
one person) following the spiritual leader due to this saying of our Prophet (Allah's 
peace and mercy be upon him): "Two or more than two complete a congregation" 
even if it is a sane child, a woman, or a slave and even if it is performed in the house 
or in the mosque, on all the aforementioned cases the ruling is same. Even a man 
who has offered the congregational prayer with his wife, bondmaid or children, has 
attained the excellence of praying in congregation. (Imdad-al-Fattah, p: 331) 

An erudite Islamic scholar and reviver of Islam, Imam Ahmed Rada Khan (may Allah 
pleased with him and shower His mercies upon him in abundance): 
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jjI ^ Jis'l/ JX 2 * JJ jii JC\ (jr <jC wt>j V 1 ’ ~&v U>& ^ ^ SJ Jj' « 

if ^_k>->T v**r (j>r d>** ^ ^ ^ ^ jjt (j"iF* -f*££s " j /* fU f• (J^i l^" taX"i £. Zl 

-tJ.K Z— c/V J X X ■£- -■ y^ (jif" £,X >' \J~~ \J 2 wt J 

Two men can establish the congregation for the five obligatory congregational 
prayers, the YTdayn prayers and the funeral prayer except the prayer of Jumaah, 
one and only one follower will be enough. And for the Jumaah prayer, appoint a 
proficient man to lead and he should lead the yldayn prayers too. Only three 
followers are needed to fulfill the criteria. It doesn't matter if there are only three, 
but it is mandatory to establish it and the YTdyan prayers manifestly. (Fatawa 
Ridawiyyah, 574/6) 

3. A clean Area to Congregate At 

The area of the ground that the Imam touches while prostrating, standing or sitting, 
must not contain any impurity of amount more than the size of a dirham. If it 
contains and there is no intervening material (thick enough to make the impurity 
impossible to be seen through it) between the area containing impurities and the 
body parts of imam, the prayer of the leader will not be valid and so the prayer of 
his follower. 


How to Create a Good Ambience of Offering the Prayers at Home 

Congregationally? 

An elementary requisite for the creation of such an ambience is to be cognizant of 
its rulings. "Bahar-e-Shariat" written by Imam Amjad AIT AazmT may be the easiest 
source to understand the rulings, the propositions and the maxims pertaining this 
area of the knowledge. Read page no. 574 to 602 of first volume (third part) under 

the subtitle If you don't have access to this remarkable book, you should 

download its mobile application from the Google Play Store. 
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Now, at the appropriate point of time, gather atl the members of your family and 
impress on them the value of a congregation in the Islamic jurisprudence and its 
importance and excellence mentioned in the Sayings of our Prophet (Allah’s peace 
and mercy be upon him) and after having discussed the matter with the eminent 
members of the family, draw up a schedule for regular prayers and glue it to any 
suitable place. 


A Golden Opportunity to Make the Children Memorize the Wording of 
Adhan and Iqamah and to Inculcate Proper Religious Etiquette into 

Them 

Teach your sensible children the verses of adhan and its sharal ruling and then 
interest them into reciting it while standing on the terrace, in turn and in a pleasant 
voice. It can be proved to be an effective way of facilitating them to have an 
excellent religious upbringing and instilling into them the Islamic discernment and 
sensibilities. 

In Fatawa AalamgirT, it is stated: 

jJsQp qa jJiLadl 0^ 

Adhan, recited by a sane child is valid, without any dislike. (Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, 
110 / 1 ) 

If it is reasonable, make the naive children learn the words of adhan by heart as 
well, as such an environment makes the process of learning done with ease but 
don't let them recite it for the prayers. 

Imam Muhammad Amin bin AabidTn al-Shaml (may Allah be pleased with him) 
wrote: 


.6ljl ^ - yp*3 

Valid is the adhan recited by all the mentioned individuals, but the adhan recited 
by a child who is not sensible yet. (Radd al-Muhtar, 62/1) 
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Istahbab of Reciting the Adhan at Home for Congregational Prayer 

It should be apparent that the adhan is among the most important practices and 
the rituals of Islam. For the obligatory five prayers and the prayer of Jumaah that is 
going to be timely performed in the principally valid congregation in the mosque, 
the adhan is sunnat-e-mua J kkadah, and peremptorily, its criteria nearly equals the 
criteria for wajib. Hence, if the prayer is offered without its recital, all the residents 
will be tainted with sins. And if an individual is obliged or compelled to offer the 
prayer at the home alone or in the congregation, the recital of the adhan is not 
necessarily important because the adhan of the mosque suffices. However, it is 
recommended and laudable to recite it. 

It is narrated by Salman al-FarsT (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet 
(Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

OI 3 OlSdjj Ajlo (^*3 jslS plo Jjso (Jls LybjZJu O^lyaJI CUiLstS 0 ^” lil" 

La <Ujl f lilj jjl 

When a man dismounts and as the time of the prayer comes upon him, performs 
ablution and if he doesn’t get water, performs tayammum, and then stands to 
perform the prayer, the two angels offer the prayer with him and when he 
pronounces the adhan and the iqamah, the angels from the soldiers of Allah, pray 
behind him in the congregation the flanks or the extremities of which cannot be 
seen. (Al-Mu$annaf Abdul al-Razzaq, 511/1; Muajjam al-KabTr, 60/6) 

Imam Muhammad Amin bin AabidTn al-Shaml (may Allah be pleased with him) 
wrote: 


.djJiSo o'il Oil • ij 45^3 O^Su 

Omitting the adhan, is not disliked for the man praying at home in the city, as the 
adhan of the mosque is enough for his prayer. (Radd al-Muhtar, 49/2) 
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imam Abul-lkhla? Hasan al-ShurunbulalT (may Allah be pleased with him) wrote: 

.UjG Jl (j (j (JL<io.ll 4j jjbj 

Reciting the adhan is recommended for a person who worships at home in the city. 
(Imdad-al-Fattah, p: 206) 


Efficacy of Adhan and Dhikr in Repelling Afflictions 

It has been known that besides the recital of adhan at the local mosque for the 
prayer, its recital is meritable in various other conditions. So, don't let this 
advantageous opportunity elude you. Especially, during this period of the crisis 
caused due to the spread of COVID-19, which has wreaked havoc. 

Secondly, the remembrance of Allah is a cause of the descent of mercies and 
blessings and so in the light of the fact that the wording of adhan incorporates it, it 
can be said that the adhan is a powerful tool for driving the afflictions and 
calamities away. Especially during the period of an epidemic, its recital is 
commendable as it has the proven potency for curbing the effect of the epidemic 
and as this way of fighting a spreading disease is recommended by our pious 
scholars. Hence, if at the time of prayer call we recite the adhan with this intention 
too, it will help us fight the virus and many other similar calamities. Alas, the people 
accustomed to accuse the Muslims of committing polytheism and unleashing 
heresies, growl at them for reciting the adhan for this purpose. May the correct 
knowledge be bestowed upon them by our lord who is the most knowledgeable. 

Aalahadrat Imam Ahmed Rada Khan (may Allah be pleased with him) wrote a 
monograph on this topic. He wrote on the question about the permissibility of 
reciting the wordings of adhan during the period of an epidemic that: 

(jbu "b^Jl O' (J 
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It is permissible. I have written a treatise on this particular topic, named "NasTm us- 
$aba fian al-Adhani Yuhawwil al-waba". And Allah knows best. (Fatawa Ridawiyyah, 
82/5) 

And he wrote: 

iScJI^ T"*. f\j$Z f,\f\ 

tScfi\jZ£/tr‘Crt<.JsHr r £* ji\ h'J \J f 

Here arises the objection of the barbarous deniers that the adhan is just a call to 
prayer, what prayer is to be performed here? This ignorance suits only them. They 
don't know the objectives, the benefits and the advantages that the performance 
of adhan has and the broad range of its applications that the Islamic law has 
labelled as mustahab. Its recital in the ear of a distraught person and for dispelling 
the frights have been mentioned earlier, and you might have heard of its recital in 
the ear of a newborn infant as his neonatal care. There exist many more occasions 
that I have expounded on in my treatise "NasTm us-§aba". (Fatawa Ridawiyyah, 
157/5) 

And he wrote: 

Every supplication is the remembrance (dhikr) of Allah - Glorified and Exalted is He 
- (So, the wording of the adhan can be deemed as the words of supplication). Our 
scholars have clearly quoted this aphorism. Maulana AIT QarT (may Allah be pleased 
with him) says in his commentary of Mishkat al-Ma§abTh: "Every invocation is the 
remembrance (dhikr) of Allah". (Fata wa Ridawiyyah, 119/8) 

The gist of what has been explained above is, we can perform the scheduled calls 
for the five obligatory prayers with an additional purpose and intention of 
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forestalling the pandemic, and we can also recite it separately for the purpose. 
Indubitably, it is allowable and beneficial. Why it shouldn't be, as it is the dhikr of 
Allah - the most Extolled - who dares doubting the efficacy of the dhikr of the most 
Exalted? 


The Proper Way of Reciting Adhan at Nome 

Teach the children to recite the adhan with the voice loud enough to be wafted to 
a few neighboring houses. For this purpose, very high volume is not required. Not 
only will it give us the deliverance from visitations, tribulations, maladies and other 
sufferings, but it will make all the people who hear the voice, witness to the faith 
of the muezzin on the Day of Resurrection. 

Imam Muhammad Amin bin AabidTn ahShaml (may Allah be pleased with him) 
wrote: 

.iaLJiJl jftl t£ll Uiaji ^ jjj JUflJ 

Reciting the adhan is beneficial even for the individual praying at home so that on 
the day of the judgment, there will be a throng of witnesses in his favor. {Radd al- 
Muhtar, 58/2) 

At the time of the prayer call, all the family members should stop their work and 
listen to the adhan intently and quietly and answer, it offers two benefits: 

* According to most of the Islamic jurisprudents, it is obligatory to answer the 
prayer call vocally. Hence, according to the Hanafi School, you will be saved 
from committing the sin of evading your obligations. 

★ Listening to the adhan quietly helps the children to be emboldened. 
Moreover, it bolsters their self-confidence. 

For the same purpose, you can adopt the tactic of appreciating them after they 
finish, and it is better, if you read the narrations written in the next section before 
them. 


14 


For More Books Click To Ahlesunnat Kitab Ghar 




Ataunnabi.com 


Wording of Adhan and Iqamah: 

The wording of adhan is, 


(two times) 4 i)f 

(two times) 

(two times) ^ljjI oT 

(two times) o^L^Jl Ji. Zj- 


(two times) & 

4JJI 


In the adhan of the morning prayer* (Fajar) there are some additional words after 
reciting "£sUJl ^ two times, these are, 

(two times) £$Ili ,>> &$i4dT 

Verbally, the iqamah is like the adhan with the addition of these words after the 
second recital of JLc- j*". 

(two times) 5M4J' c-iti Al 


The Wording of the Answer to the Call: 

For the answer to the call, which is wajib, one should say the same words as the 
caller says, but instead of "sUyaJi Jx j*" and the words "o*Wj dp-N 

sujL> can be recited and it is better to recite both the words and to add " tsU U 
tiJ jtf U 3 ijjl" and in answer to , y> we say "" cjjjjj c-s- 1 ^ 

cduaj and after it gets finished, we make this supplication, 

loliLo 4jLLyiicJlj All-jjl \JjJaSJa (UjJLm) oi *LojLaJl O^C-jJI oJL® Oj 

.ilixj £jjl 0 
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For the answer to the iqamah, which is mustahab, the way is the same as that of 
answering an adhan and for the answer to oa" in iqamah, we say " 

oili U djjt" or tsUil l|lit ^JU> ^ llkij 4JJI 


The Caller Should: 


1. Pronounce the adhan slowly with pauses after every word and to say the iqamah 
in haste without sounding melodious. 

2. Recite the adhan and iqamah in the Arabic language only. 

3. Be righteous and sane as the adhan recited by a fasiq-e-mulin or an insane is 
makruh. He should also be the knower of its sunan and should possess the 
knowledge of the prayer time. 

4. Be in the state of ablution. 


5. Face the Qiblah throughout the recitation. 

6 . Place the fingers in the ears till the end. 

7. Turn the head (not the torso) right and left while saying Js- <j-” and " <j- 

J*" respectively. 

8 . Avoid talking while reciting. 

9. Stand outside of the mosque or within the minaret. 

10. Be standing still throughout the call. 


The Narrations on Excellence of Being a Leader or a Caller and Reciting 

the Prayer Call 

The Prophet $ made the supplication for the leaders and callers. Abu Hurayrah 
(may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that he said: 

11 .(jAJ S^aJJ JLujjI i 
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The leader is responsible, and the caller is entrusted. 0 Allah! Guide the leaders 
and pardon the callers. (Sunan at-TirmidhT, h: 207, Sunan AbO Dawud, h: 517) 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the venerable Prophet 
H said: 

".Lck^sco ^ 

The leader and the caller merit the same reward as the whole congregation praying 
with them, merits. (Kanz al-Ummal, 239/4, h: 20370) 

UbayT bin Kab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the noblest Prophet 
H said: 

:Jls M< ? b i 1 a j*}” icJas tiJLuuaJl ^ coijj <upJl 

“."jLaJta b liilol 

"When I entered the paradise, I saw the tombs made up of pearls and its soil was 
musky. I said: "0 JibrTI! Whom is this for?" He replied: "For the prayer callers and 
the leaders of your Ummah"." (Ithaf al-Mahrah, bin Hajar al-Asqalam, 182/1) 

Muawiyah bin Abu Sufyan (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the 
noblest Prophet H) said: 

",<Lol4L)! ULiti 

The callers will have the longest necks on the Day of Resurrection. (Sahih Muslim, 
h: (387) -14; Sunan Ibn Majah, h: 725) 

It is narrated on the authenticity of Abdullah bin Abu Awfa (may Allah be pleased 
with him) that the Apostle of Allah H says: 

".Jbo djjl jSjU 4ll jb^- oj" 

Surely, the best of Allah’s bondsman are the ones who keep watch on the sun, the 
moon, the stars and the shadows for the remembrance of Allah. (Sunnan al-Kubra, 
BayhaqT, 558/1, h: 1781) 
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It is narrated on the authenticity of AbO SayTd al-Khudrl (may Allah be pleased with 
him) that the Apostle of Allah H says: 

".Jja-JL. 4 jJlc l^jjLvad ^ ^bJI j^Jbo^J" 

If the people knew what the excellence of making a call for the prayer is, they would 
fight with each other with swords. (Al-Musnad, Imam Ahmed, 94/10, h: 11180) 

Bilal bin Rabah said that the Prophet of Allah <0 addressed him, 

"■olj&l jjjo 4All (j ^ll iiJUlAC iya J^aSl 6^ ,j-jJ J^b b" 

0 Bilal, nothing is greater than your deed, but the fighting in the way of Allah. (He 
means the adhan by saying the deed of Bilal) (TarTkh Dimashq, Ibn Asakir, 467/10) 

Narrated Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him): The noblest Prophet 0 
said: 

OJL f** s '3 A) S^bvaJI JUbUuj (jj*ob3 t_ds>j JS” 4j JLgJuJj iAjj^o 4j jjju O^J-o-ll" 

" to 4j_C jii 

The prayer caller receives salvation from his sins as far as his voice reaches, and 
every moist and dry thing testifies on his behalf; and the one who attends 
(congregational) prayer, gets twenty-five prayers recorded for him, and the sins he 
commits between every two prayers, get erased. (Sunan Abu Dawud, h: 515) 

Maqil bin Yasar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the venerable 
Prophet HI said: 

LojU) Jbu 4i)l ,_y> bLol [s-L^o bjli^lb IojI" 

4A)I bUl c.Luu 3 (jljl^Ib 

The group of the people in which the adhan is recited in the morning, gets saved 
from the torment of Allah till the evening and the group of people in which the call 
for the prayer is made in the evening, gets saved from the torment of Allah - the 
Exalted is He - till the morning. (Muajjam al-Kablr, 215/20) 
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Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the venerable 
Prophet said: 

(2JJS 4jIJ it <JA j-t 4jjl L^ol 4jjj J) 13)" 

When the adhan is recited in a village, Allah saves it from His torment for that day. 
(Muajjam al-KabTr, 257/1; (Muajjam al-Au'saJ, 83/4, h: 3671) 


Straightening the Rows for Congregational Prayers: A Prophetic 
Formula for Maintaining Harmony in the Societies 

Arranging the rows of worshippers before the commencement of the prayers plays 
a significant role in the establishment of the congregational prayers. The Prophet 
(Allah's peace and mercy be upon him) commanded us with great emphasis to align 
the rows in a congregational prayer. Even He -the Hallowed - used to manifest His 
displeasure at finding the rows misaligned or vacancies in the lines. He - the 
Gratified - marked it as a cause of discord and dissensions. 


It has been narrated by Abu Masuud (may Allah be pleased with him) that He said: 

i f aNIysl I ^ UuSLU: |oJLwj djlc- <U)I 4jjl 


The Messenger of Allah (may peace and blessings be upon him) used to pat our 
shoulders at the time of the prayer and say: straighten the rows; do not differ from 
each other lest your hearts should suffer due to discord. (SahTh Muslim, 323/1) 


So, the person who leads the congregation must pay his attention to the row 
arrangement behind him. The congregational prayers at home requires scrupulous 
attention, as there is no mihrab, there might be women and children in the 
congregation we might not have experienced the offering of the prayer with. So, 
the rules and the necessity of the row arrangement in the congregational prayers 
must be read and explained before them. For this, you can read the narrations 
written in the next section before them. 
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Narrations Pertaining the Arrangement and the Alignment of Rows in 

a Congregational Prayer 


1 . It is narrated on the authenticity of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with 
him) that the Apostle of Allah says: 

< o.y^a.11 4-ol9l oliUsaJI (j 

Straighten the rows (before the commencement of the prayer), as the straightening 
of the rows is amongst those things which bring perfection in the prayer. (SahTh al- 
BukharT, h: 722; SahTh Muslim, h: 435—(126)) 


2. Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the venerable 
Prophet H said: 

Straighten your rows as the straightening of the rows is a part of the establishment 
of the prayer. (SahTh al-Bukhari, h: 723; SahTh Muslim, h: 435—(126)) 


3. Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the venerable 
Prophet H said: 


i*Codl CajIoc-I; C^i-iLci" 

3^^ l)S" tOjjiA tfcUacI 41)1 o$£o 0^ (aSJL S OB' |*Jj t 

"oj> 


Allah has bestowed upon me the three unique attributes. He has given me (the 
obligation of) the prayer performed in rows (the congregational prayer), So/dm (the 
way of greeting) which is the way the dwellers of the paradise use to salute (each 
other) and He has conferred upon me (the gift of) Amin which has been granted to 
none but Harun (Allah's peace be upon him). Musa (Allah's peace be upon him) 
would make supplication and he would say: AmTn. (SahTh ibn Khuzayma, 39/3, h: 
1586) 
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4. It is narrated from AbO Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the 
Apostle of Allah §1* says: 

Ojij 4i 4l)l 4*5) Juc- iJ*oj Qj.1.U 3 J4l5o^Loj 4ill O)" 

4SS!)UI <ui* 


Undoubtedly, Allah, the Exalted, sends blessings and the angles invoke blessings for 
the people who pray in the rows and no one prays in a row, but Allah raises his rank 
by one and the angels shower goodness on him. (Muajjam al-Au'sat 123/4, h: 3771) 

5. Abu Juhayfah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the venerable 
Prophet II said: 

",4J jif- OL*aJl jj 4 j>j5 JUu 

The one who fills a vacant place in the row, will be forgiven. (Majma al-Zawayid, 
91/2) 

6 . Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: It was said to the 
Prophet HI that the left side of the mosque was less crowded. So, He 0 said: 

ijjl 0^^" 4J JL5 s»l«a)I 


Whoever shifts to the left side of the mosque (in order to balance the number of 
the people on either side of the leader), will get the double reward. (Sunan bin 
Majah, h: 1007) 


7. Al-Bara' bin Aazib (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the most 
honorable Prophet H said: 

^ 4Jjl J) Uj) t twSjJL^aJl (_^£- OjL&j 4a$o^Loj) 41)1 Oi" 

",Li^> J*aj 


Allah, the Hallowed, sends blessings and the angles invoke blessings for those who 
stand in the first row. No step is more beloved to Allah than a step which one takes 
to complete a row. (Sunan Abu Dawud, h: 543; Sunan al-Kubra al-BayhaqT, 32/2, h: 
2285) 
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8 . Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet H 
said: 


(jdobJjl jj] OJUj JLojshj tLgJUj IjjjIsj (’Ssj.a.^ 


Make your rows straight and congested and close to each other (keep the distance 
between two rows as minimum as possible) and keep your necks collinear. By the 
one in whose hand is the soul of Muhammad! I see the devils barging in the gaps in 
the rows as if they are small sheep. (Sunan al-Nasayl, h: 815; Musnad Ahmed, h: 
13634) 

9. It was narrated from Abdullah bin Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) that 
the Messenger of Allah # said: 

j-C 4 JJI li*» ^la§ ^3 i<dJl 41*33 \S *°3 O' 0 " 

Whoever fills (a vacancy of) a row, May Allah fill him (with the blessings) and 
whoever cuts a row, may Allah cut (the connection of his blessings for) him. (Sunan 
al-Nasayl, h: 819, Sunan Abu Dawud, h: 666) 


lO.Abu Umamah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the most 
honorable Prophet i§ said: 


jjj3) ( j^£LoJtl)3 if£jb ^>’3 jj—3I i_ 9 jJLygJl jj3.tu.~J" 


Keep straightening your rows or your faces will be deformed and keep (the habit 
of) resting your eyes on the ground or your eyesight will be seized. (Musnad Ahmed, 
h: 22225) 


Alignments of the Rows in Different Circumstances 

Rules: 

• If there is only a single man or a child, he should always stand on the right 
side of the leader. 

• If there are two or more men, they should stand behind the leader. 
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• The women should be standing in the last line, since they cannot stand with 
men. 

• A single child should stand with the men in their line. If there are more than 
two children, a new row should be formed for them. 

• A leader must be standing in front of all, such that the point the imam is 
located on and the midpoints of the all the rows lie in a same straight line. In 
other words, the followers should be equally distributed on either side of the 
leader as described in the figure below. 



The Leader 
A m an 
A woman 


Indications: 

R: The right side of the leader 
rl: The first row behind the leader 
r2: The second row behind the leader 


Fig!: Positioning of the different 
sex groups with respect to the 
position of the leader 
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Woman's Adjacency to a Man in a Prayer Invalidates his Prayer 

There are some conditions in which a woman standing next to a man or between 
two men, makes their prayer invalid. The conditions are as follows, 

• The woman is capable of having sexual desire. Being too young, immature, 
old or in a close relation (such as, sisterhood, motherhood) are not the 
exceptions. 

• There is not an intervening object between them of width equal to the width 
of a finger and the height equal to the length of a hand, or a gap between 
them wide enough to let a man stand between them, and also the women is 
not at the height that her body parts don't parallel that of her companion. 

• It is not a funeral prayer. 

• They are following a common leader, or she is praying in the leadership of 
that man. (If they perform the prayer by their own, not in the leadership of 
a common man, the prayer of both of them will be valid.) 

• The woman is sensible, as the parallelism of a mad woman does not 
invalidate the prayer of a man. 

• The leader has made the intention of leading women as well. If he has not 
intended to lead the women, and a woman prays behind him, her prayer will 
not be valid. 

• They are parallel to each other for the time required for completion of an 
element of the §alat, it means the time required for uttering the words "sub- 
han Allah" three times. 

• Both of them know how to pray. 

• The man is sensible and mature as per the Islamic law. 

If any of the aforementioned conditions exists, the prayer of the man will not deem 
to be valid and in case a woman comes and stands beside him after he has initiated 
his prayer and then he makes the intention of the leadership and signals her to 
stand behind him, but she does not budge, or if she stands beside a man who was 
offering the salat in someone’s else directorship and he (the follower) gestures for 
her to move to the next row, but she doesn't move or notice or understand, the 
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prayer of that woman will not be valid and the prayer of that man will not be 
affected. 


Precautions for the Involvement of the Women in a Congregational 

Prayer and their Leadership 

♦ It is prohibitively disliked for a woman to recite the prayer call or the immediate 
prayer call. 

♦ It is prohibitively disliked that the women gathered in a room pray in the 
leadership of a woman. And if a man prays in the leadership of a woman, his prayer 
will not be valid. 

♦ It is not permissible for a man to lead the congregation of the group of the 
women in which there is at least a single woman praying behind him with whom 
the marriage is permissible as per the Islamic law. 

This question was asked to Imam Ahmed Rada Khan (may Allah be pleased with 
him): The congregation of the women led by a single man present there, valid or 
not? Can they (the mahram women) correct him, if the male leader makes a 
mistake? He answered: 

jjt jf* J/’Ip f >/ X cJl£* J I >ji A jf' i A <£- ~ f\ 

ij t/l A A A JJ£ A js< c- >/ A t)A Elk* y $ A 5 

rt jf f A <J \ptiJ* 5 \JZ SI?''* f/X j >f ‘/\r i ssiU Ll 0^ y \jf ly A i J)[9 SL?^* j£ l *?i'j l ff 

t>A A A-~ tyi i S' e- ib' z ’ Az Ufi ifzr A~ *—^ -A <= - 1 OA — v/y 

If this congregational prayer is to be performed in the mosque, then it is absolutely 
disliked, since the attendance of women in the mosque is forbidden and if it is to 
be performed in a room, and he is able to attend the congregational prayer at the 
mosque, then also it is absolutely disliked because the attendance at the mosque 
is obligatory and if he has strong reason to pray at home and all the women 
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participated in the prayer, are mahram, his wives or ghayr-e-mushtahat girts (girls 
who are not mature enough to have sexual desire with), then it is permissible 
without any dislike. And in the event that there are some ghayr-e-mushtahat girls 
in the congregation, it is disliked. If the leader makes a mistake, a woman (from the 
women praying behind him) should inform him by doing ta§fik, i.e., striking the 
right palm on the back of left hand. She must not utter tasbfh (the words: sub-han 
Allah) for it is disliked. (Fatawa Ridawiyyah, 207/7) 


♦ It must be cleared that independent of the type of the prayer (Obligatory or 
supererogatory prayers, prayers of Yidayn or Jumaah, funeral prayers, TarawTh etc) 
and the age, the attendance of the women in the mosque has been forbidden. 
Amrah narrated from Sayyidah Ayishah (may Allah be pleased with her) that she 
said: 


, v L-vJ LaS" ^ ^ La 4jjl 4Jjl J -iJj 


If the Prophet of Allah (Allah's peace and mercy be upon him) had got what the 
women have been doing, he would have forbidden them from going to the mosque 
as the women of Ban! IsrayTI was forbidden. ($ahTh Bukhari, H: 869) 


If the congregational prayers are to be performed at the home where the ladies 
live, their attendance will be allowed with some precautions as it has been 
mentioned in detail. 

The Last 

It must be remembered that the idea of praying in the home is for the lockdown 
period or such situations only. So, as the mosque opens, the men must attend the 
congregational prayer in the mosque and the women must pray individually at the 
home. In the event that the man reached the mosque at the time, the prayer is 
finished and wants to attain the excellence of praying in congregation, he should 
return home and establish the congregational prayer at home as per the rules 
mentioned in this treatise. 
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On Saturday, April 18, 2020, I completed the translation of the treatise with some 


necessary modifications. 



NadTm bin Alim al-Ma§bur al-Ayni 


27 


For More Books Click To Ahlesunnat Kitab Ghar 


